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Abstract: The integration of culture and tourism in the new era has become a key driver for promoting high-
quality development in urban and rural social spaces. This study delves into the positive role of cultural and 
tourism integration in facilitating resource sharing, spatial optimization, and service enhancement between 
urban and rural areas. It proposes strategies such as formulating plans, deepening reforms, innovating models, 
and strengthening policy support. The findings indicate that cultural and tourism integration contributes to 
improving the quality of urban and rural development, enhancing residents' well-being, and providing support 
for rural revitalization and new urbanization.
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1. Concept of High-Quality Development in 
Urban and Rural Social   Spaces

High-quality development of urban and rural 
social spaces is a multidimensional concept 
that encompasses economic, social, cultural, 

and ecological aspects, aiming to achieve coordinated 
development between urban and rural areas, and to 
enhance the quality of life and well-being of residents. 
Economically, high-quality development of urban 
and rural social spaces involves optimizing resource 
allocation and promoting synergistic industrial 
development. By deepening rural reforms, it stimulates 
rural development vitality and fosters the integrated 
growth of primary, secondary, and tertiary industries in 
rural areas. Simultaneously, it guides the flow of urban 
capital, technology, and management expertise to rural 
regions, driving the integrated economic development 

of urban and rural areas. It also requires strengthening 
the construction of urban and rural infrastructure, 
improving public service levels, and providing more 
convenient and efficient living services for residents.

Socially, high-quality development of urban and 
rural social spaces focuses on narrowing the urban-
rural gap and achieving social equity and justice. 
Through reforms in the household registration system, 
improving the social security system, and enhancing 
the equalization of public services such as education 
and healthcare, institutional barriers between urban 
and rural areas are gradually eliminated, allowing 
residents to share in the fruits of development. It also 
necessitates strengthening cultural exchange and 
integration between urban and rural areas, fostering 
mutual understanding and identity among residents, 
and building harmonious social relationships.
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Culturally, high-quality development of urban and 
rural social spaces emphasizes the protection and 
inheritance of rural culture, promoting diversified 
cultural development in both urban and rural settings. 
By 挖 掘 the unique value of rural culture, it creates 
culturally distinctive brands with local characteristics, 
enhancing the influence and competitiveness of rural 
culture. It also requires strengthening cultural exchange 
and cooperation between urban and rural areas, 
encouraging mutual learning and common development 
of urban and rural cultures [1].

Ecologically, high-quality development of urban 
and rural social spaces adheres to the concept of green 
development, promoting the construction of ecological 
civilization in both urban and rural areas. Through 
strengthened ecological environmental protection and 
restoration, it improves the quality of the ecological 
environment, creating livable living conditions for 
residents. It also involves promoting the development 
of green industries in urban and rural areas, fostering 
a virtuous cycle between economic development and 
ecological protection.

2. The Importance of Cultural and Tourism 
Integration for the Development of Urban 
and Rural Social Spaces
The importance of cultural and tourism integration for 
the development of urban and rural social spaces is self-
evident. It is not only a crucial pathway for promoting 
the economic transformation and upgrading of urban 
and rural areas but also a key means to enhance the 
quality of life for residents, foster cultural exchange, 
and preserve heritage. First, cultural and tourism 
integration helps optimize and upgrade the economic 
structures of urban and rural areas. By deeply exploring 
the cultural and tourism resources in rural regions 
and integrating them with urban cultural industries, 
distinctive local cultural tourism products can be 
developed. These products attract more tourists for 
sightseeing, leisure, and consumption, thereby driving 
economic development in rural areas, increasing 
farmers' incomes, and promoting the prosperity of 
urban cultural industries. This creates a complementary 
and mutually beneficial economic relationship between 
urban and rural areas. Second, cultural and tourism 
integration contributes to improving the quality of life 
for urban and rural residents. As living standards rise, 

the demand for cultural tourism continues to grow. 
Through cultural and tourism integration, the spiritual 
and cultural lives of residents can be enriched, fulfilling 
their aspirations for a better life. Both rural and urban 
residents can experience the charm of diverse regional 
cultures by participating in cultural tourism activities, 
broadening their horizons, and strengthening cultural 
confidence. Third, cultural and tourism integration also 
facilitates cultural exchange and heritage preservation 
between urban and rural areas. Culture is the soul of 
a nation, and historical and geographical factors have 
led to the formation of unique cultural systems in 
both urban and rural settings. By integrating culture 
and tourism, cultural barriers between urban and 
rural areas can be broken down, promoting cultural 
exchange and fusion. This not only aids in preserving 
and promoting China's outstanding traditional culture 
but also encourages innovation and development in 
urban and rural cultures, resulting in distinctive cultural 
landscapes.

3. The Relationship Between Cultural and 
Tourism Integration and High-Quality 
Development of Urban and Rural Social 
Spaces
There is a close and profound relationship between 
cultural-tourism integration and the high-quality 
development of urban and rural social spaces. The 
two mutually reinforce and complement each other, 
jointly driving the comprehensive progress of urban 
and rural societies. Cultural-tourism integration serves 
as a vital engine for the high-quality development of 
urban and rural social spaces. By deeply exploring and 
integrating cultural resources in both urban and rural 
areas, and creating distinctive cultural tourism brands 
with local characteristics, cultural-tourism integration 
can attract a large number of tourists for sightseeing, 
experiences, and consumption. This, in turn, stimulates 
the development of related industries and promotes 
economic prosperity in both urban and rural areas. 
Furthermore, cultural-tourism integration facilitates 
exchange and interaction between urban and rural 
areas, enhances mutual understanding and recognition 
of each other's cultures among residents, and promotes 
the integrated development of urban and rural societies.

The high-quality development of urban and rural 
social spaces provides a solid foundation and vast 
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opportunities for cultural-tourism integration. With 
the improvement of urban and rural infrastructure, the 
enhancement of public services, and the betterment of 
the ecological environment, the quality of development 
in urban and rural social spaces continues to rise, 
offering more favorable conditions for cultural-tourism 
integration. High-quality tourism resources, well-
developed tourism facilities, convenient transportation 
networks, and comfortable living environments enable 
urban and rural residents to participate more easily 
in cultural tourism activities and enjoy the wonderful 
experiences brought by cultural-tourism integration.

Cultural-tourism integration and the high-quality 
development of urban and rural social spaces mutually 
reinforce each other, jointly promoting the inheritance 
and innovation of urban and rural cultures. Through 
the exploration and preservation of urban and rural 
cultures, cultural-tourism integration ensures the 
continuity and promotion of these valuable cultural 
heritages. The high-quality development of urban and 
rural social spaces also provides fertile ground and 
nourishment for cultural innovation, allowing urban 
and rural cultures to collide to create new sparks and 
form unique cultural landscapes in both settings [2].

4. The Mechanism of Cultural and Tourism 
Integration Promoting High-Quality 
Development of Urban and Rural Social 
Spaces
4.1 Cultural and Tourism Integration Promotes 
Resource Sharing and Spatial Optimization Between 
Urban and Rural Areas
Cultural and tourism integration, as a new development 
model, plays a significant role in promoting high-
quality development of urban and rural social spaces 
by facilitating resource sharing and spatial optimization 
between urban and rural areas. It breaks down resource 
barriers between cities and countryside, enabling 
the sharing and complementarity of resources. By 
deeply exploring the natural and cultural resources of 
rural areas and integrating them with urban cultural 
industries, unique cultural tourism products are 
formed. This not only allows for the full utilization of 
rural resources but also enriches the supply of urban 
tourism products, meeting the diverse needs of tourists. 
Cultural and tourism integration also promotes the flow 
of capital, technology, talent, and other factors between 

urban and rural areas, achieving optimal resource 
allocation. Through scientific and rational planning 
and design, urban and rural spaces can be organically 
integrated to form cultural tourism attractions and 
routes with local characteristics. This not only 
enhances the overall aesthetic of urban and rural spaces 
but also increases their attractiveness, drawing more 
tourists for sightseeing, leisure, and consumption. 
Additionally, cultural and tourism integration 
contributes to the improvement and upgrading of urban 
and rural infrastructure, providing residents with more 
convenient and comfortable living environments. It 
also helps enhance the quality of life for urban and 
rural residents by offering opportunities to participate 
in cultural tourism activities, enjoy richer cultural 
experiences, broaden their horizons, and strengthen 
cultural confidence. Furthermore, cultural and tourism 
integration drives the development of related industries, 
creat ing more employment opportunit ies  and 
entrepreneurial spaces for urban and rural residents, 
thereby increasing their incomes and improving their 
living standards.

4.2 Cultural and Tourism Integration Drives Urban 
and Rural Industrial Development and Employment 
Growth
Cultural and tourism integration, as a key driver for 
the high-quality development of urban and rural social 
spaces, plays a significant role in promoting industrial 
growth and employment expansion. It facilitates the 
deep integration and coordinated development of urban 
and rural industries by excavating and consolidating 
cultural resources to create distinctive local cultural 
tourism products. This integration not only boosts the 
prosperity of the tourism sector but also stimulates 
chain reactions in related industries. For instance, the 
rise of rural tourism has accelerated the transformation 
and upgrading of primary industries such as agriculture, 
forestry, and animal husbandry, while also driving 
the rapid development of tertiary industries including 
transportation, catering, and accommodation. The 
synergistic effects among these sectors lead to a more 
optimized industrial structure and more balanced 
economic development in both urban and rural areas.

Moreover, cultural and tourism integration generates 
substantial employment opportunities. As the cultural 
tourism industry continues to grow and expand, the 
demand for labor in related fields increases accordingly. 
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From the development and management of tourist 
attractions to the design and marketing of tourism 
products, as well as the provision and optimization of 
tourism services, a large number of professionals and 
workers are required. This not only provides urban and 
rural residents with more employment options but also 
alleviates employment pressures, contributing to social 
stability and harmony.

Additionally, cultural and tourism integration 
fosters innovation and entrepreneurship in urban and 
rural areas. Throughout this process, numerous new 
business models and formats emerge, offering vast 
opportunities for entrepreneurship. Through innovation 
and entrepreneurial activities, residents can leverage 
their wisdom and talents to achieve personal value 
while simultaneously contributing to the economic 
development of their communities.

4.3 Enhancing Urban and Rural Social Service Levels 
and Cultural Soft Power Through Cultural and 
Tourism Integration
The integration of culture and tourism plays a pivotal 
role in advancing the high-quality development of 
urban and rural social spaces, not only by fostering 
economic prosperity but also by enhancing social 
service levels and cultural soft power in both urban and 
rural areas. This integration has significantly improved 
social services, as the rapid growth of the cultural 
tourism industry has led to continuous infrastructure 
upgrades and a marked enhancement of public services. 
Improvements in roads, transportation facilities, public 
restrooms, and other infrastructure around tourist 
attractions provide visitors with a more convenient and 
comfortable travel environment. The establishment 
of a robust cultural tourism service system also offers 
residents in urban and rural areas more diverse and 
personalized cultural tourism experiences, meeting 
their growing spiritual and cultural needs.

Furthermore, the integration of culture and tourism 
powerfully boosts the cultural soft power of urban 
and rural areas. By deeply exploring and preserving 
local cultural heritage, it ensures the continuity and 
promotion of these valuable cultural assets. Through 
participation in cultural tourism activities, residents not 
only experience the allure of culture but also strengthen 
their sense of identity and pride in their local traditions. 
Additionally, this integration facilitates cultural 
exchange and fusion between urban and rural areas, 

allowing diverse regional and ethnic cultures to collide 
and inspire new creative sparks, resulting in unique 
cultural landscapes. Such exchanges and integration not 
only enrich the spiritual and cultural lives of residents 
but also elevate the overall standard and influence of 
urban and rural cultures.

Moreover, the integration of culture and tourism 
contributes to social harmony and stability in urban 
and rural communities. The implementation of 
cultural tourism activities encourages more frequent 
interactions and exchanges among residents, fostering 
mutual understanding and friendship.

5. Future-Oriented Strategies for Cultural 
and Tourism Integration and High-Quality 
Development of Urban-Rural Social Spaces
5.1 Formulate a Scientific and Rational Development 
Plan for Cultural and Tourism Integration
Looking ahead, to achieve high-quality development 
in the integration of culture and tourism and urban-
rural social spaces, it is essential to first formulate a 
scientific and rational development plan for cultural 
and tourism integration. This plan should be closely 
aligned with the actual conditions of urban and rural 
development, taking full account of factors such as 
resource endowment, cultural characteristics, and 
market demand to ensure its relevance and practicality. 
During the planning process, it is crucial to adhere to 
a people-centered development philosophy, focusing 
on improving the quality of life and well-being of 
urban and rural residents. The plan must emphasize 
foresight and strategic thinking, thoroughly considering 
future trends and potential risks to ensure its long-
term viability and sustainability. Additionally, the plan 
should prioritize the coordination between cultural 
and tourism integration and the development of urban-
rural social spaces, taking a holistic approach to 
urban and rural spatial layout, industrial development, 
and infrastructure construction to ensure mutual 
reinforcement and synergistic growth between 
cultural and tourism integration and urban-rural social 
development.

5.2 Deepening Urban and Rural Reforms to 
Optimize Spatial Resource Allocation
Deepening urban and rural reforms and optimizing the 
allocation of spatial resources are crucial for achieving 
the integrated development of culture and tourism and 



Smart Tourism and Cultural Heritage 20 of 27

the high-quality growth of urban and rural social spaces. 
In the process of urban and rural development, issues 
such as inefficient resource utilization and irrational 
spatial layouts often hinder the synergistic progress 
of cultural-tourism integration and the development 
of urban and rural social spaces [3]. Therefore, it is 
essential to further advance urban and rural reforms, 
break down institutional barriers, and promote the free 
flow and optimal allocation of resources between urban 
and rural areas. This includes strengthening the reform 
of rural land systems, facilitating the entry of rural 
collective operational construction land into the market, 
and revitalizing rural resource elements; optimizing 
urban spatial layouts, promoting urban renewal and the 
redevelopment of old urban areas, and unlocking urban 
development potential. Additionally, efforts should be 
made to enhance the construction of urban and rural 
infrastructure and public service facilities, thereby 
improving the carrying capacity and service levels of 
urban and rural spaces.

5.3 Innovating the Integrated Development Model 
of Culture and Tourism
Innovation is the primary driving force behind 
development, and this holds equally true for the 
integration of culture and tourism as well as the high-
quality development of urban and rural social spaces. 
In the future, it is essential to continuously explore 
and innovate models for the integrated development 
of culture and tourism to meet the demands of the 
new era. On one hand, a deep integration model of 
"culture + tourism" can be explored. By thoroughly 
excavating and integrating cultural resources in both 
urban and rural areas, culturally distinctive tourism 
products can be developed, enhancing the cultural 
value and added value of tourism. Simultaneously, 
cross-industry integration between culture and tourism 
can be promoted, fostering new industrial forms 
and development momentum. On the other hand, an 
innovative development model of "internet + culture 
and tourism" can be explored. Leveraging modern 
information technologies such as the internet and 
big data, the digital transformation and intelligent 
upgrading of the culture and tourism industries can 
be advanced. Through the organic combination of 
online and offline channels, smart tourism platforms 
and service systems can be established, improving 
the travel experience and service quality for tourists. 

Additionally, synergies between the integration 
of culture and tourism and strategies such as rural 
revitalization and new urbanization can be explored, 
promoting the comprehensive penetration and deep 
integration of culture and tourism in the development 
of urban and rural social spaces.

5.4 Strengthening Policy Support and Coordination 
Mechanism Development
To achieve high-quality development of cultural and 
tourism integration alongside urban and rural social 
spaces, policy support and collaborative mechanisms 
are indispensable. At the policy level, a series of 
measures can be introduced to support the integration 
of culture and tourism, including financial assistance, 
tax incentives, and financial backing, which reduce 
operational costs and market risks for cultural 
and tourism enterprises, thereby stimulating their 
enthusiasm for innovative development. Additionally, 
improving the legal and regulatory framework for 
cultural and tourism integration provides a solid legal 
foundation for industrial growth. In terms of building 
collaborative mechanisms, cross-departmental and 
cross-regional coordination mechanisms can be 
established to strengthen cooperation and synergy 
among government bodies, businesses, and societal 
stakeholders. By creating platforms for information 
sharing, resource alignment, and project collaboration, 
the sharing of resources and complementary advantages 
among all parties can be promoted, forming a collective 
force to drive the development of cultural and tourism 
integration and urban-rural social spaces. Furthermore, 
enhancing exchanges and cooperation with advanced 
domestic and international regions, learning from their 
successful experiences and development models, can 
foster continuous innovation and improvement in local 
cultural and tourism integration and urban-rural social 
space development.

Conclusion
This study profoundly reveals the significant 
importance of the integration of culture and tourism 
in the new era for the development of urban and rural 
social spaces. Looking ahead, with the deepening of 
this integration, urban and rural social spaces will 
embrace broader development prospects. We anticipate 
that, under the combined influence of policies, market 
forces, and societal efforts, the integration of culture 
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and tourism will continue to drive high-quality 
development in both urban and rural areas, contributing 
to the realization of a Beautiful China and national 
rejuvenation.

References
[1]	 L i  X i a o q i n ,  Wa n g  Yu .  R e s e a r c h  o n  t h e 

optimization path of urban and rural spatial 
development under the integration of culture and 
tourism in the new era[J]. Human Geography, 
2022, 37(2):126-132.

[2]	 Zhang Wei,  Chen Ying.  Construction and 
Application of an Evaluation Index System for 
High-Quality Development of Urban and Rural 
Social Space from the Perspective of Cultural 

and Tourism Integration[J]. China Soft Science, 
2022(4):144-152.

[3]	 Wang Yuting, Wang Zixin. The Promoting Effect 
of Cultural and Tourism Integration on High-
Quality Development of Social Space Under 
the Context of Urban-Rural Integration[J]. City 
Planning Review, 2022, 46(7): 98-105.

2015 Liaoning Provincial Social Science Planning 
Fund Project "Research on the Impact of Online 
Consumption on Urban and Rural Social Space", 
Project Number: L15CSH002

2023 Liaoning Provincial Department of Education 
Basic Research Project "Countermeasure Research 
and Path Analysis for Enhancing Dalian's Urban Soft 
Power", Project Number: JYTMS20230509


